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FBI data demonstrated that the ‘vast majority’ of shooting 
confrontations happen within six yards; Learn self-protection

By  Rich Grassi 
Editor of Tactical Wire.com 

  
A worthy patron of the internet 
elected to instruct certain of us on 
a social media site regarding per-
sonal combat with handguns. 
Among other things, he noted 
that the “FBI data” demonstrated 
that the “vast majority” of shoot-
ing confrontations happen 
“within six yards.” He admitted 
that, at twenty feet, he can put a 
hit from his snub in the “ab-
domen” of a silhouette target … 
in less than a second … not sure 
if that’s from gunpoint, guard or 
a holster – worn indiscreetly or 
concealed. 
“I don’t even look at my sights …
” he noted, concluding with a 
caveat he’d never been trained, 
not a mil vet, not LE. 
Like a little kid “whistling past 
the graveyard.” 

In "range-world," we often practice techniques against stationary paper & cardboard 
adversaries, even at distances considered ridiculous. We've seen such techniques, taught 
and drilled, work wonderfully -- in places like Amarillo, TX for instance. When going to 
extension would get the gun grabbed, shooting from compressed point can take the 
worry out of being close. (Photo/Courtesy: Tactical Wire.com)

Sometimes it's a "hands-on" kind of day .. it depends. And 
snubs are quite capable defensive tools at extended range -
- if you know how to use them. (Photo/Courtesy: Tactical 
Wire.com)

 Okay. I guess so. I’m not sure 
where all the myths and fantasies 
come from, but they’re recurring, 
like bad public policy, dishonest 
politicians, propagandist media 
and bad weather. Suffice to say, 
his is not a universal experience 
and it’s too bad that it’s taken as 
gospel by the unknowing. I’m a 
recipient of the vitriol of caliber 
commandos, those who chase the 
elusive “split time” and who have 
profound preferences for certain 
firearms and distain for others, so 
I look at such pronouncements 
skeptically. 
Perhaps we should consider all of 
this in segments and deal with it. 
Operating from a false premise: 
First, that whole FBI thing … 
without going into the current po-
litical FBI and all the deep state 

shenanigans, what do they ac-
tually measure? Check what the 
Tactical Professor said here – 
“Unfortunately, the FBI does not 
gather information about dis-
tance of gunfights in routine sub-
missions to the Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) Program. The 
only information on distances is 
gathered as supplemental data in 
cases where police officers are 
actually killed.” 
Now, that’s not very helpful. 
You’re telling me how we lost – 
we can see it’s from lack of 
awareness of danger and prox-
imity; you’re close enough to be 
touched (hit, stabbed, sliced, 
shot) before you’re aware there’s 
even a fight … 
That’s a problem. 
 Trying to get a gun when you 
should be moving: 
Let’s move on to the whole gut-
shooting thing at blazingly fast, 
untrained speed. Going back to 
our Professor, in another source, 
“One of trends that is apparent in 
the Categorical Use of Force Re-
ports by the LAPD is how often 
one or two shots solve the prob-
lem.” 
“In a gunfight, the shooter who 
first scores a hit above the dia-
phragm of his opponent is the 
one who seizes the initiative in 

the incident (emphasis added). 
Making a good hit with the 
FIRST SHOT fired is key to 
seizing the initiative and then re-
taining it until the incident is 
over.” 
As past contributor Dave Spauld-
ing noted in another piece, 
“What Really Happens in a Gun-
fight? – – not only did the whole 
“FBI data” trope fail, but a study 
in the lamented Police Marks-
man showed that the distances 
were further when cops prevailed 
– indicating that they determined 
there could be a problem and 
didn’t close unnecessarily – and 
that “the hit ratio per encounter 
was closer to 62 percent instead 
of the often-reported 18 percent. 
The history of gun fighting for 
more than a century has shown 
that the person that lands the first 
solid hit will usually win the con-
frontation.” 
It's anticipating danger, putting 
yourself in a position of situ-
ational dominance and control-
ling distance and obstacles. 
 “That’s fine for a cop on a call,” 
you might say. True, but being 
suspicious and watchful really 
helps seeing the problem before 
you own it. And if it doesn’t feel 
right, it likely isn’t right. 
If you’re within six yards, 18 

feet, that’s very close. How 
close? 
Let’s consider standard length of 
step in “quick time,” the march-
ing cadence, cited in my old ver-
sion of Army FM 22-5 (Drill & 
Ceremonies): “A step of 30 
inches; the length of the full step 
in quick time. ... The steps in 
quick and double time are 30 and 
36 inches, respectively.” 
Eighteen feet is 216 inches; just 
over seven steps … but when 
pacing off for distance, using the 
old double time length of step 
(36” – one yard), it’s six steps – 
of course. It can be a lunge – and 
at three yards, 36”, you’re close 
to arm’s reach … a convulsive 
clutch of a grip on the gun and 
slamming the trigger will likely 
get hits … somewhere. But 
you’re taking hits at the same 
time. 
The gun is like a television re-
mote control; it allows you to ad-
just channel and volume from 
your recliner. In my day, I was 
the family remote control. 
“Change the channel,” I’d be told 

and off I went. 
 If you’re within arms’ reach of 
the controls, you don’t need a re-
mote. Besides, getting that gun 
out in time when you’re not 

Caroline Duncan is named American 
Athletic Conf. Defensive Player of  Week
MEMPHIS, TN. – For their ef-
forts in Sunday’s 1-0 win over 
East Carolina, Memphis Tigers 
junior Caroline Duncan has been 
named the American Athletic 
Conference Defensive Player of 
the Week, and forward Clarissa 
Larisey is on the league’s Weekly 
Honor Roll.  

  Duncan helped lead a defense 
that allowed just one shot on goal 
in the win, and she also assisted 
on Larisey’s game-winning goal. 
 Larisey punched home the 
match’s only goal in the 14th mi-
nute, her third score of the sea-
son, to send the Tigers (8-2, 6-1 
AAC) to the Senior Day victory. 

 . The Tigers earned the number-
two seed in the 2020 AAC 
Women’s Soccer Championship, 
just behind top-seeded and host 
USF. 
   
 All games in the tournament will 
be broadcast on ESPN+.  

The Memphis Grizzlies sign guard 
Tim Frazier to a ten-day contract
MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis 
Grizzlies  announced the team 
signed guard Tim Frazier to a 10-
day contract. Frazier will wear 
jersey #10 for the Grizzlies.  
 
 The annoucement was made on 
April 14. 
  
 Frazier (6-1, 170) appeared in 
three games for the Grizzlies ear-
lier this season, totaling four 
points, four rebounds and seven 
assists in 33 minutes. The 30-
year-old has competed in 275 
regular season games (81 starts) 

over seven NBA seasons and 
holds career averages of 5.0 
points, 2.3 rebounds and 4.0 as-

sists in 17.6 minutes for seven 
different teams. 
 
 Unselected in the 2014 NBA 
Draft, Frazier was named the 
2014-15 NBA G League Most 
Valuable Player and NBA G 
League Rookie of the Year and 
was selected to the All-NBA G 
League First Team and NBA G 
League All-Star Game as a 
member of the Maine Red 
Claws. The Houston native fin-
ished his collegiate career at 
Penn State University as the pro-
gram’s all-time leader in assists. 

 Unselected in the 2014 
NBA Draft, Frazier was 
named the 2014-15 NBA G 
League Most Valuable 
Player and NBA G League 
Rookie of the Year and was 
selected to the All-NBA G 
League First Team and 
NBA G League All-Star 
Game as a member of the 
Maine Red Claws. 

If you’re within arms’ reach 
of the controls, you don’t 
need a remote. Besides, get-
ting that gun out in time when 
you’re not really prepared for 
a shooting is trouble. You’re 
in “hands-on” territory. The 
quickest weapons to access 
are your hands. That’s Craig 
Douglas Shiv Works-land, 
not gun-land. 
really prepared for a shooting is 
trouble. You’re in “hands-on” 
territory. The quickest weapons 
to access are your hands. That’s 
Craig Douglas Shiv Works-land, 
not gun-land. 
A “remote control” kind of day: 
Get it straight. The FBI doesn’t 
compile ‘gunfight statistics.’ 
Our data is mostly from their 
“Officers Killed Summaries,” 
the NYPD SOP-9 reports, the 

 Okay. I guess so. I’m not sure 
where all the myths and fan-
tasies come from, but they’re 
recurring, like bad public 
policy, dishonest politicians, 
propagandist media and bad 
weather. Suffice to say, his is 
not a universal experience 
and it’s too bad that it’s taken 
as gospel by the unknowing. 
I’m a recipient of the vitriol 
of caliber commandos, those 
who chase the elusive “split 
time” and who have profound 
preferences for certain fire-
arms and distain for others, 
so I look at such pronounce-
ments skeptically. 

LAPD Board of Commissioners’ 
reports (online) and from inde-
pendent trainers. 
And snub revolvers, properly 
handled, work very well from 
some considerable range. Dis-
tance is our friend; as more than 
one colleague has noted, it “fa-
vors the trained.” 
There it is: the training element. 
Consider training as education – 
learning – plus dedicated prac-
tice. It’s not as much fun as 
simply doing a ‘mag dump’ or 
the revolver equivalent. It’s 
work. 
The snub revolver is easy to 
carry, it can be drawn and fired 
quickly – almost ‘naturally’ – if 
you’ve gotten the reps in. It is 
also quite capable at substantial 
distances, as I demonstrated on 
the “Scrambler” at Gunsite 
Academy, using the then-new 
Ruger LCR. 
 The gun will do if you will. It’s 
an extension of your will and de-
pends on your skill. It’s a worth-
while journey. 
Don’t take the shortcut. 

 For more stats and facts on UofM athletics, detour to gotigersgo.com


